
 

TIRED OF PLASTIC WASTE?  

#PICK IT UP, POINT IT OUT. 

Create and send a “LETTER TO THE EDITOR” 

This letter is based on a LETTER TO THE EDITOR, the CEO, Sharon Rowe, of 

www.ecobags.com sent to “MV Times” (the newspaper on Martha’s Vineyard, 

MA) summer of 2014. 

Personalize this letter and submit it to your local paper for publication. Use 

google to search for how to submit a “letter to the editor” at your local paper. 

My family and I (Who?) have been coming to Martha’s Vineyard (Where?) for 

decades (Is it your first time at that location, or have you been coming for 

years?). My sister and brother-in-law live here. (Does anyone live here that you 

know? Why did you come here?)  This is the first year (Is this your first year or 

your first time here?) I have seen so much plastic litter on the beach. I find it 

incredibly sad. Somehow, I naively hoped that Martha’s Vineyard (Where?) could 

be exempt from the global plastic pollution problem. 

My hope, in writing this letter, is to remind all Islanders (location) and visitors (To 

whom are you reaching out?) that this scourge is on our shores (or national 

parks…Where?). 

Here are some things we can all do to curb plastic and packaging pollution: 

reduce (or stop) purchasing single-use items and single-use packaged products 

(i.e., snack items); reuse all containers as many times as possible; choose to use 

reusable drink bottles and bags; recycle everything you can; and bring a bag or 

container to the beach and pick up plastic garbage when you see it. 

http://www.mvtimes.com/author/sharonrowe/
http://www.ecobags.com/


Here is a list of things my husband and I (Who helped you?) collected in less 

than 10 minutes (How long did it take?) walking south of Aquinnah (where?), at 

the tide line on July 11, 2014 (Be specific where and when it happened, then list 

the items. The more detailed you can get—numbers, types of plastic—the more 

impactful):  

 10 plastic water bottles (two still full of water),  

 two Mylar balloons,  

 one plastic floss pick,  

 two plastic straws,  

 one plastic coffee K-Cup,  

 two plastic cups,  

 one Lay’s potato chip bag,  

 a clump of marine rope,  

 a large plastic container top,  

 various small plastic bits and pieces, and various pieces of Styrofoam in 

many shapes. 

Add an image of the plastic waste, too! 

 

How much is convenience really worth? Our single-use and toss culture is having 

a negative effect on Martha’s Vineyard (Where?). With more awareness and 

actions we can turn this tide. 

(Sign your full name, city state zip) 

 


